
 
NEWSLETTER                        Snows Women’s Auxiliary       September 2017                 

 
 

                                                                    

Snows Women’s Auxiliary– Formed November of 2012 

We are a service and social organization existing 
so that the women of Our Lady of Snows 

Catholic Church can be involved with assisting 
others while enjoying social activities. 

Officers Effective July 1, 2017: 

President:    Susann Boley 

Vice Pres:     Shari Ford 

Rec. Sec:       Barbara Reyes 
 
Treasurer:    Cindy McLaughlin 
 
Corr. Sec:     Anna Schuessler 
 
Sgt at Arms: Lottie Wilson 
 
Newsletter Editor:  Barbara Reyes 
 
 

SWA September, 2017 Newsletter President’s Article: 

We’ve definitely had some good times this last month!  Having so many ladies 
participate in our party to honor Leslie Patti was great fun!  And what a tribute to 
a lovely lady.  Go with God, my friend, but never forget us!  Also, a huge thank you 
to Sharon Cortez and Sandra Gerhardt-Carroll and all of their volunteers, for a fun 
“Art from the Heart” event.  Lots of photos were taken at each event – take a look 
at some of them later in this newsletter.  Those of us “non-artists” were amazed at 
what we accomplished. 

As August turns to September, we begin to feel a little bit of Fall in the air.  This is a 
most beautiful time of year in Northern Nevada.  I can’t help remembering back to 
when all schools started the day after Labor Day, and that was what we all 
considered the beginning of Fall.  Children in their new “school clothes”, with lots 
of stories to tell their friends about their summer escapades, were / are excited 
about the new school year and what it will bring.  “The summer was much too 
short”, they will surely all exclaim!  And their teachers will too, I suspect.  Let’s 
pray for renewed enthusiasm on the part of both teachers and students as they 
begin this school year refreshed and ready to go! 

Last month, we had a great turnout to discuss our tentative plans for our 2017-
2018 year.  It was exciting to have such a productive meeting.  Great new ideas 
were put on our list of potential activities.  Be sure to read the minutes of our last 
meeting to refresh your memories of all we accomplished, and consider how you 
would like to participate. 

Please continue to pray about any and all fundraising activities in which you have 
an interest in participating.  With the continued support of all of our ladies, we can 
make a significant difference in our parish and extended local community. 

                        Month of the Harvest 

Since man is both a spiritual and physical being, the Church 
provides for the needs of man in his everyday life. The 
Church's liturgy and feasts in many areas reflect the four 
seasons of the year (spring, summer, fall and winter). The 
months of August, September, October and November are part 
of the harvest season, and as Christians we recall God's 
constant protection over his people and give thanksgiving for 
the year's harvest. 

 

May God’s blessings be abundant in our lives.  I will see you ALL at our meeting on 
September 5th. 

Susann 

Snows Women's Auxiliary 
Mission Statement: 

Promote sociability among 
members and fellowship 
among the church’s 
congregation. 

Promote charitable service 
to the church with activities 
each year, such as but not 
limited to, money for 
Christmas cheer, 
scholarships, help to needy 
families, donation of 
clothing, food for the poor 
and needy, and any other 
such activity approved by the 
members. 

Assist in promoting and 
supporting the members of 
Snows Women’s Auxiliary 
and the Knights of Columbus, 
Council Number 4997. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OLS Fall Festival 
 

As in years past, the Snows Women’s Auxiliary 

will be participating in the Our Lady of the Snows 

Fall Festival.  The festival is open to the entire 

parish and takes place on Friday, September 22 

from 3 – 7 pm on the street outside the school 

entrance.   

The SWA will be sponsoring a bean bag toss 

contest for kids with small sized baked goods as 

prizes. Sign up to bring baked items at our 

September meeting. 

Tickets for the Fall Festival dinner will be 

available for purchase soon. Check upcoming OLS 

Bulletins for details. 

 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
On-going - Knitting Group meets every other Tuesday in  
     the Parish Center from 10:00 am -1:00 pm.  Upcoming  
     gatherings are on September 5 and 19. 
 
Tuesday, September 5 - SWA Meeting - bring a sweet or 

savory treat to share. Social Half Hour is 6:00–6:30 pm; 
meeting is 6:30-7:30 pm. Deacon Dave and Terry will  
present information on their prison ministry. 

 
Saturday, September 16 – SWA Community Yard Sale  
    from 8 am – 4 pm in the Parish Center parking lot.  
    See article below for details. 
 
Sunday, September 17 – SWA Bingo from 1 -4 pm in the 
    Parish Center. 
 
Friday, September 22 – OLS Fall Festival from 3 – 7 pm  
    outside the school entrance. See article below for more  
    information. 
 
Saturday, September 23 – 8th Reno Harvest of Homes Tour 
from 10 am – 3 pm sponsored by the Historic Reno 
Preservation Society. Check with Ellie Lawson-Gilgovan for 
tickets and more information or go to www.historicreno.org. 

Prison Ministry 

Deacon Dave Norman and his wife Terry will present 
information about their prison ministry at our 
upcoming SWA meeting.  The Diocese all serves our 
brothers and sisters incarcerated within the Nevada 
Prison System. The two main sites are in Lovelock and 
Carson City. Please come to the September SWA 
meeting to learn more about this important and 
compassionate outreach of our church. 

 

 

The SWA is sponsoring a Community Yard Sale on Saturday, 
Sept. 16 from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. Sellers can begin setting up 
at 6:00 am on Saturday. Rent for a space in the newly 
resurfaced Parish Center parking lot is $40 and there is no 
commission on any of your sales. At the end of the day, sellers 
must remove any unsold items or load them as a donation into 
the St. Vincent’s truck which will be waiting in the parking lot.  

Come sell your unwanted stuff, unclutter your home and have 
fun all at the same time! Contact the Parish Office at 323-6894 
to sign up. If you have any questions, please call Shari Ford at 
560-6552. See you there! 

 

http://www.historicreno.org/


 

                 Art from the Heart Fundraiser Inspires Creativity & Fun 
 

The first ever SWA “Art from the Heart” fund-raiser was held on Tuesday, August 15 from 6:00 until around 8:00 pm. 

Tickets cost $35 and included a blank canvas, paint and a glass of wine. SWA member Sharon Cortez taught nearly 40 

participants how to paint a scene of the Truckee River with autumn leaves, trees and snow-topped mountains in the 

background. The results were remarkably varied reflecting each person’s imagination and creativity.  All agreed it was a 

fun evening and we thank Sharon and her helpers for a very special and memorable time together. 

 

              
                 From L:  Sharon Cortez; Piroska Jowett (PJ); Mary Francis;             From L:  Lori Johnson; Barrie McKay 

                                        Cathy Johnson; Corrie Gita 

 

       
               From L: Pat Slavin; Anna Schuessler                         From L facing camera:  Sandra Gerhardt-Carroll; Susann Boley 

 

            
                    Our Instructor Sharon Cortez                                                  Budding artists hard at work! 

 

 



 

 

        
        Sharon demonstrates how to get started          Taking a break! 

 

 
     More budding artists hard at work! 

 

     
  Mary Francis offers liquid inspiration       Thank you, Sharon, for a fun & creative evening! 



    

 

A Fond Farewell to Leslie Patti 

A big group of SWA ladies gathered at Rapscallion Seafood House and Bar on Friday, August 4th to honor Leslie Patti 
as she is moving to the Sacramento area to be closer to her family.  Following a blessing offered by Fr. Tony, the 
ladies enjoyed a tasty dinner and heard several heartfelt tributes to Leslie thanking her for her friendship, 
leadership and enthusiasm for the Snows Women’s Auxiliary over the past 5 years. In 2012, Leslie spearheaded the 
expansion of the original Lady Knights group, which consisted of wives of Knights of Columbus members, to the 
current Snows Women’s Auxiliary.  She was our first was President in 2012-13 and was Co-President with Mary 
Francis in 2013-14. She was also Chairperson of the SWA Rummage Sale in 2014.  

   
                    From L:  Leslie Patti & Shari Ford           From L:  Sandra Gerhardt-Carroll & Susann Boley 

   
                     Jean Sokol bids farewell to Leslie    Justine Pataleo thanks Leslie for her friendship 

   
From L:  Cindy McLaughlin & Susann Boley with Terry Norman    From L:  Cindy & Susann present a gift to Leslie 

 



 

 

   
From L: Ellie Lawson-Gilgovan; Carol Burr; Cathy Johnson;   From L:  Leslie Patti; Shari Ford; Debbie Sotero; Deborah  
             Kay Dolden; Sandra Gerhardt-Carroll                 Van Keuren 

   
From L:Betty Mullins; Gayle Carlson; Lorie Johnson; Marcia From L:  Terry Norman; Ann Steckline; Nelda McGee; Nancy Piercy 
             D’Angelo; Madeleine Zunino 

       
                       From L:  Mary Boles; Justine Pantaleo         From L:  Father Tony; Jean Sokol; Veronica Chauvel 

 

  



 

 

              
               Leslie with her SWA memory book                       Leslie thanks the group 

 
    From L:  Susann Boley and Leslie Patti 

We wish you all the best in your new area, Leslie!     

You will be greatly missed! 

The Snows Women’s Auxiliary thanks you for all of your  
dedication, enthusiasm and hard work over the past 5 years.  

 



 

 


